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localities, nonprofit organizations, busi-
nesses and other entities, and the people of 
the United States who support American 
Heart Month and National Wear Red Day; 
and 

(5) encourages every individual in the 
United States to learn about his or her risk 
for cardiovascular disease. 

f 

SENATE RESOLUTION 84—CELE-
BRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. BOOKER (for himself, Ms. HAR-
RIS, Mr. PAUL, Mr. REED, Mr. CARPER, 
Mr. BLUMENTHAL, Mr. MURPHY, Mr. 
JONES, Mr. MARKEY, Mr. CASEY, Ms. 
HASSAN, Mr. ALEXANDER, Mr. COONS, 
Ms. KLOBUCHAR, Mr. BENNET, Mrs. 
MURRAY, Mr. KAINE, Mr. SANDERS, Ms. 
MURKOWSKI, Mrs. GILLIBRAND, Mr. 
WHITEHOUSE, Mrs. FEINSTEIN, Mr. 
SCOTT of South Carolina, Mr. ISAKSON, 
Mr. RUBIO, Ms. CORTEZ MASTO, Mrs. 
SHAHEEN, Mr. PERDUE, Mr. WARNER, 
Mr. CARDIN, Mr. TILLIS, Ms. COLLINS, 
Ms. HIRONO, Ms. STABENOW, Mr. VAN 
HOLLEN, Ms. DUCKWORTH, Mr. PETERS, 
Mr. WYDEN, Mr. BLUNT, Mr. DURBIN, 
Mr. PORTMAN, Mr. CORNYN, Mr. GRASS-
LEY, Mrs. HYDE-SMITH, Mr. BURR, Mr. 
CASSIDY, Mr. LANKFORD, Mr. SHELBY, 
Mr. MORAN, Mr. SCOTT of Florida, Mr. 
SULLIVAN, and Mr. MENENDEZ) sub-
mitted the following resolution; which 
was considered and agreed to: 

S. RES. 84 

Whereas, in 1776, people envisioned the 
United States as a new nation dedicated to 
the proposition stated in the Declaration of 
Independence that ‘‘all men are created 
equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable Rights, that 
among these are Life, Liberty and the pur-
suit of Happiness . . .’’; 

Whereas Africans were first brought invol-
untarily to the shores of the United States 
as early as the 17th century; 

Whereas African Americans suffered en-
slavement and subsequently faced the injus-
tices of lynch mobs, segregation, and denial 
of the basic and fundamental rights of citi-
zenship; 

Whereas, in 2019, the vestiges of those in-
justices and inequalities remain evident in 
the society of the United States; 

Whereas, in the face of injustices, people of 
good will and of all races in the United 
States have distinguished themselves with a 
commitment to the noble ideals on which 
the United States was founded and have 
fought courageously for the rights and free-
dom of African Americans and others; 

Whereas African Americans, such as Lieu-
tenant Colonel Allen Allensworth, Maya 
Angelou, Louis Armstrong, Arthur Ashe, Jr., 
James Baldwin, James Beckwourth, Clara 
Brown, Blanche Bruce, Ralph Bunche, Shir-
ley Chisholm, Holt Collier, Miles Davis, 
Larry Doby, Frederick Douglass, W. E. B. Du 
Bois, Ralph Ellison, Medgar Evers, Aretha 
Franklin, Alex Haley, Dorothy Height, Jon 
Hendricks, Olivia Hooker, Lena Horne, 
Charles Hamilton Houston, Mahalia Jack-
son, Stephanie Tubbs Jones, B.B. King, Mar-
tin Luther King, Jr., Coretta Scott King, 
Thurgood Marshall, Constance Baker Mot-
ley, Rosa Parks, Walter Payton, Bill Pick-
ett, Homer Plessy, Bass Reeves, Hiram Rev-
els, Amelia Platts Boynton Robinson, Jackie 
Robinson, Aaron Shirley, Sojourner Truth, 
Harriet Tubman, Booker T. Washington, the 
Greensboro Four, the Tuskegee Airmen, 

Prince Rogers Nelson, Recy Taylor, Fred 
Shuttlesworth, Duke Ellington, Langston 
Hughes, Muhammad Ali, Ella Fitzgerald, 
Mamie Till, and Edith Savage-Jennings, 
along with many others, worked against rac-
ism to achieve success and to make signifi-
cant contributions to the economic, edu-
cational, political, artistic, athletic, lit-
erary, scientific, and technological advance-
ment of the United States; 

Whereas the contributions of African 
Americans from all walks of life throughout 
the history of the United States reflect the 
greatness of the United States; 

Whereas many African Americans lived, 
toiled, and died in obscurity, never achieving 
the recognition those individuals deserved, 
and yet paved the way for future generations 
to succeed; 

Whereas African Americans continue to 
serve the United States at the highest levels 
of business, government, and the military; 

Whereas the birthdays of Abraham Lincoln 
and Frederick Douglass inspired the creation 
of Negro History Week, the precursor to 
Black History Month; 

Whereas Negro History Week represented 
the culmination of the efforts of Dr. Carter 
G. Woodson, the ‘‘Father of Black History’’, 
to enhance knowledge of Black history 
through The Journal of Negro History, pub-
lished by the Association for the Study of 
African American Life and History, which 
was founded by Dr. Carter G. Woodson and 
Jesse E. Moorland; 

Whereas Black History Month, celebrated 
during the month of February, originated in 
1926 when Dr. Carter G. Woodson set aside a 
special period in February to recognize the 
heritage and achievements of Black people 
in the United States; 

Whereas Dr. Carter G. Woodson stated, 
‘‘We have a wonderful history behind 
us. . . . If you are unable to demonstrate to 
the world that you have this record, the 
world will say to you, ‘You are not worthy to 
enjoy the blessings of democracy or anything 
else.’ ’’; 

Whereas, since its founding, the United 
States has imperfectly progressed toward 
noble goals; 

Whereas the history of the United States is 
the story of people regularly affirming high 
ideals, striving to reach those ideals but 
often failing, and then struggling to come to 
terms with the disappointment of that fail-
ure, before committing to try again; 

Whereas, on November 4, 2008, the people of 
the United States elected Barack Obama, an 
African-American man, as President of the 
United States; and 

Whereas, on February 22, 2012, people 
across the United States celebrated the 
groundbreaking of the National Museum of 
African American History and Culture, 
which opened to the public on September 24, 
2016, on the National Mall in Washington, 
District of Columbia: Now, therefore, be it 

Resolved, That the Senate— 
(1) acknowledges that all people of the 

United States are the recipients of the 
wealth of history provided by Black culture; 

(2) recognizes the importance of Black His-
tory Month as an opportunity to reflect on 
the complex history of the United States, 
while remaining hopeful and confident about 
the path ahead; 

(3) acknowledges the significance of Black 
History Month as an important opportunity 
to commemorate the tremendous contribu-
tions of African Americans to the history of 
the United States; 

(4) encourages the celebration of Black 
History Month to provide a continuing op-
portunity for all people in the United States 
to learn from the past and understand the 
experiences that have shaped the United 
States; and 

(5) agrees that, while the United States 
began as a divided country, the United 
States must— 

(A) honor the contribution of all pioneers 
in the United States who have helped to en-
sure the legacy of the great United States; 
and 

(B) move forward with purpose, united tire-
lessly as a nation ‘‘indivisible, with liberty 
and justice for all.’’. 

f 

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO 
MEET 

Mrs. LANKFORD. Mr. President, I 
have 10 requests for committees to 
meet during today’s session of the Sen-
ate. They have the approval of the Ma-
jority and Minority leaders. 

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph 
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session 
of the Senate: 

COMMITTEE ON COMMERCE, SCIENCE, AND 
TRANSPORTATION 

The Committee on Commerce, 
Science, and Transportation is author-
ized to meet during he session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, February 27, 
2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Policy principles for a Fed-
eral data privacy framework in the 
United States. 

COMMITTEE ON ENVIRONMENT AND PUBLIC 
WORKS 

The Committee on Environment and 
Public Works is authorized to meet 
during the session of the Senate on 
Wednesday, February 27, 2019, at 10 
a.m., to conduct a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS 

The Committee on Foreign Relations 
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2019, at 10:15 a.m., to conduct 
a hearing. 

COMMITTEE ON HEALTH, EDUCATION, LABOR, 
AND PENSIONS 

The Committee on Health, Edu-
cation, Labor, and Pensions is author-
ized to meet during the session of the 
Senate on Wednesday, February 27, 
2019, at 12:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
on the following nominations: William 
Beach, of Kansas, to be Commissioner 
of Labor Statistics, Scott A. Mugno, of 
Pennsylvania, and John P. Pallasch, of 
Kentucky, both to be an Assistant Sec-
retary, Cheryl Marie Stanton, of South 
Carolina, to be Administrator of the 
Wage and Hour Division, and John 
Lowry III, of Illinois, to be Assistant 
Secretary for Veterans’ Employment 
and Training, all of the Department of 
Labor, Robert L. King, of Kentucky, to 
be Assistant Secretary for Postsec-
ondary Education, Department of Edu-
cation, Janet Dhillon, of Pennsylvania, 
to be a Member of the Equal Employ-
ment Opportunity Commission, Mary 
Anne Carter, of Tennessee, to be Chair-
person of the National Endowment for 
the Arts, Marco M. Rajkovich, Jr., of 
Kentucky, William I. Althen, of Vir-
ginia, and Arthur R. Traynor III, of the 
District of Columbia, each to be a 
Member of the Federal Mine Safety 
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and Health Review Commission, and 
other pending nominations. 

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND 
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS 

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of 
the Senate on Wednesday, February 27, 
2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing 
entitled ‘‘Perspective on protecting the 
electric grid form an electromagnetic 
pulse or geomagnetic disturbance.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON INDIAN AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Indian Affairs is 

authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m , to conduct a hear-
ing entitled ‘‘The 45th anniversary of 
the Native American Programs Act and 
the establishment of the Administra-
tion for Native Americans.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON SMALL BUSINESS AND 
ENTREPRENEURSHIP 

The Committee on Small Business 
and Entrepreneurship is authorized to 
meet during the session of the Senate 
on Wednesday, February 27, 2019, at 2:30 
p.m., to conduct a hearing entitled 
‘‘Made in China 2025 and the Future of 
America Industry.’’ 

COMMITTEE ON VETERANS’ AFFAIRS 
The Committee on Veterans’ Affairs 

is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Wednesday, Feb-
ruary 27, 2019, at 10 a.m., to conduct a 
hearing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON CYBERSECURITY 
The Subcommittee on Cybersecurity 

of the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2.30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

SUBCOMMITTEE ON PERSONNEL 
The Subcommittee on Personnel of 

the Committee on Armed Services is 
authorized to meet during the session 
of the Senate on Wednesday, February 
27, 2019, at 2:30 p.m., to conduct a hear-
ing. 

f 

PRIVILEGES OF THE FLOOR 

Mr. MERKLEY. Mr. President, I ask 
unanimous consent that my intern, 
Cyrus Johnson, be granted privileges of 
the floor for the balance of the day. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

AMERICAN HEART MONTH AND 
NATIONAL WEAR RED DAY 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 83, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 83) designating Feb-

ruary 2019 as ‘‘American Heart Month’’ and 
February 1, 2019, as ‘‘National Wear Red 
Day.’’ 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 83) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

CELEBRATING BLACK HISTORY 
MONTH 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the immediate consider-
ation of S. Res. 84, submitted earlier 
today. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The 
clerk will report the resolution by 
title. 

The legislative clerk read as follows: 
A resolution (S. Res. 84) celebrating Black 

History Month. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there 
objection to proceeding to the meas-
ure? 

There being no objection, the Senate 
proceeded to consider the resolution. 

Mr. McCONNELL. I further ask 
unanimous consent that the resolution 
be agreed to, the preamble be agreed 
to, and the motions to reconsider be 
considered made and laid upon the 
table with no intervening action or de-
bate. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The resolution (S. Res. 84) was agreed 
to. 

The preamble was agreed to. 
(The resolution, with its preamble, is 

printed in today’s RECORD under ‘‘Sub-
mitted Resolutions.’’) 

f 

ORDERS FOR THURSDAY, 
FEBRUARY 28, 2019 

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I 
ask unanimous consent that when the 
Senate completes its business today, it 
adjourn until 10 a.m., Thursday, Feb-
ruary 28; further, that following the 
prayer and pledge, the morning hour be 
deemed expired, the Journal of pro-
ceedings be approved to date, the time 
for the two leaders be reserved for their 
use later in the day, morning business 
be closed, and the Senate proceed to 
executive session and resume consider-
ation of the Wheeler nomination under 
the previous order. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

f 

ORDER FOR ADJOURNMENT 

Mr. MCCONNELL. Mr. President, if 
there is no further business to come be-
fore the Senate, I ask unanimous con-
sent that it stand adjourned under the 

previous order, following the remarks 
of our Democratic colleagues. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without 
objection, it is so ordered. 

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The Sen-
ator from Massachusetts. 

f 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

Mr. MARKEY. Mr. President, I am 
here today to talk about climate 
change and about our climate crisis. 

Climate change is an existential 
threat to our country and the planet. 
We know this because the world’s lead-
ing scientists—the United Nations 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change—just made that very warning 
last year. The U.N. report told us that 
we have very limited time until we are 
past the point of no return and the 
most catastrophic impacts of climate 
change are irreversible. Our own Fed-
eral scientists across 13 Agencies also 
just warned in the ‘‘National Climate 
Assessment’’ that the impacts of cli-
mate change are not in the future but 
are happening in our communities 
right now. Here is what all 13 Federal 
Agencies said: ‘‘Our efforts do not yet 
approach the scale necessary to avoid 
substantial damages to the economy, 
environment, and human health.’’ 

These are Earth-shattering reports 
about the state of our Earth. These are 
the doomsday reports about what will 
happen if we do not take bold action. 

The consequences of climate change 
will be dire: a tenfold increase in ice- 
free summers in the Arctic, a 99-per-
cent loss of coral reefs, and a doubling 
of species lost around the world. In 
worst-case scenarios in the Northeast, 
by the end of the century, both the 
Massachusetts Institute of Technology 
and Logan Airport will be underwater. 
Climate emissions are not slowing 
down. In 2018, greenhouse gas emissions 
in the United States increased by 2.8 
percent. We have a denier-in-chief in 
the White House. 

This week, Republicans in the Senate 
are poised to confirm a coal lobbyist to 
be the head of the Environmental Pro-
tection Agency. It is unbelievable that 
we will confirm a coal lobbyist to be 
the head of our environment in our 
country. Andrew Wheeler’s denial of 
the climate crisis should in and of 
itself be disqualifying. His record as a 
coal lobbyist should be disqualifying. 

We should come together and reject 
Andrew Wheeler as the next head of the 
Environmental Protection Agency. The 
impact of climate change on ordinary 
families, on their health, on our Na-
tion, on our security, and on our future 
is too urgent. 

The United Nations tells us that cli-
mate change is an existential threat to 
the planet. It is the national security, 
health, economic, and moral issue of 
our time—of all time. We have a re-
sponsibility to act. We must be bold. 
We must be ambitious. That is why I 
have introduced the Green New Deal 
resolution, because it lays out a seri-
ous, bold, and aspirational set of goals 
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